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John 17: 20-26  “The World Does Not Know God”  

 
Guy hears a voice in 
his head. The voice 
says, "Sell all your 
stuff and go to Las 
Vegas." 
So he does. He sells 
his car, his house, his 
boat ... everything. 
He takes his money 
and buys a plane 

ticket. Goes to Vegas.  He gets off the plane and the voice in his 
head says, "Go to Caesars Palace and go to the roulette table." 
So he does. He goes to Caesars Palace  and gets to the roulette 
table. The voice says, "Put all your money on Black Nine." 
And he does. The wheel spins, and the ball stops on Red 10. 
The voice in his head says, "Oops." 
That's right. Oops. (Illustration from Homiletics Magazine, May 
2012) 

 
When in your life have you been obedient to something 

other than God’s voice/Jesus’ advice to you?  When have you 
heard the word….oops!? 
Which phrase in these 6 verses of advice in John’s Gospel 17: 20
-26 stands out to you? Which word or phrase breaks your heart?   

The phrase ‘the world does not know you’ really breaks my heart.  Jesus is saying 
matter-of-factly ‘the world does not know God.’ Consider the truth of what we have 
witnessed this past month..the world does not know God…and sometimes forgets God. 
 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

1 - Michaela Krause 

2 - Tom Ault 

4 - Asenath Pack 

7 - Curtis Dee Jr. 

7 - Lillian Engle 

7 - Major Scott 

8 - Rich Denning 

8 - Meredith Wilson 

9 - Donald Wolf 

11 - Wynette Wolf 

11 - Amy Rogers 

13 - Libby Dodson 

15 - Betty Sisson 

15 - Harrison Corley 

17 - Samuel Licklider 

17 - John Smallwood 

18 - Kent Lowry 

19 - Bob Farrar 

20 - Nathan Weinert 

24 - Florene Heineman 



It is true there are illustrations of evil…but there are illustrations where God is 
alive.  Even if the collective ‘we, of the world, does not KNOW God, God knows the world. 
God knows that God created goodness which still remains and thrives in the world.’  Maybe 
that is the hope of the passage.  God knows.  God sees.  Good prevails.    
Isn’t it easy to tear something or someone down?   
 
Within a nano-second we can dish insults to our brothers and sisters in Christ, we can decide 
to tear apart programs inspired for building up the body of Christ, and we can blow ideas up 
instead of trusting the Spirit’s work.  Without so much as setting aside our own selfish desire, 
we can struggle for control and shut out the humble incarnate glory of Jesus.  It is so easy to 
tear down and to destroy, but it is far more difficult and requires perseverance, courage and 
faith to build-up the unity of Christ in the fractured world.  My heart has been broken at the 
events of May 15.  My friend and mentor Rev. Dr. Steven Marsh serves as Interim Head of 
Staff of Geneva Presbyterian in Laguna Woods.  He was asked to give the address to the 
Pastor being honored at the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church reception.  The Taiwanese 
Presbyterians have long shared space weekly inside of Geneva Presby.  He was unable to as 
he had a commitment to be across the country at Montreat.  Imagine the call he received 
when the mass shooting took place last Sunday afternoon. A Chinese immigrant motivated 
by hate for Taiwanese people shoots 6 killing 1.    
My heart was broken by the events of Saturday, May 14, and the grocery store racially 
motivated shooting in Buffalo. 10 people loved by families, teachers, church members, 
employers, children, nieces, best friends, worthy and important 10 people who died 
senselessly. May 24 Robb Elementary, Uvalde Tx - 19 Children & 3 adults senselessly 
murdered. 
The world does not know always know God.  And yet, there are glimpses.   
             A daily journal of glimpses of God…Jesus sightings…is a spiritual practice that will help 
us as we disciple from the wounds of the world.  I encourage each of us to keep journals in 
our homes, cars, desk tops, purses, pockets and become adept at noticing Jesus sightings all 
around us.  God is now here.  Notice that does not say ‘God is nowhere!~’  We do know 
God.  We affirm Jesus is our rescuer.  We are part of how the world will know Jesus.  From 
you and from me. 
 
   Which among us is willing to share ‘God sightings/Jesus sightings this month of June?’… 
  With hope in the HOLY and prayers for the HORROR, 
Pastor Angela 
 
May we all be the hands and hearts of Jesus in the hurting world.   



What's Happening in Worship 

June 5: Pastor Joe preaching on Pentecost - Please wear Red 

June 12: Trinity Sunday, Romans 5: 1-5 - Great Things come in 3’s 

  This is FOUNDERS’ DAY and we will be worshipping around tables set 

  up for the all church lunch (first lunch since Thanksgiving 2019) 

  Commissioning Rev. Angela Madden as General Assembly Elected  

  Commissioner. 

 

June 19: Black Swan Events: Coping and Thinking Beyond! Luke 8: 26-39 

  We will celebrate the Men of the Church. 

  Fathers Day 

 

June 26: Are you a CEO? Chief Excuses Officer? Luke 9: 51-62 

  



May Session Highlights 

Communion: On April 17, the Lord’s Supper was shared by 59 people at the Easter sunrise service and by 

185 people at the regular service. On May 1, the Lord’s Supper was received by 114 people. Our members 

are again able to partake in communion without using the packaged, all-in-one servings we adopted during 

the COVID pandemic. 

Worshiping in Knox Hall: Some time after our worship service on Mother’s Day, a big chunk of the ceiling in 

the sanctuary fell, doing some damage to pews. Fortunately, no one was in the sanctuary at the time. The 

Session approved the conduct of worship services in Knox Hall for the foreseeable future. We will not be 

able to return to worship services in our sanctuary until all insurance issues have been resolved and the 

entire ceiling has been removed and replaced. FPC has begun the process by seeking estimates to complete 

the work required. 

Financial Status: As of the end of March, year-to-date expenses are slightly ahead of revenues. However, 

our overall financial picture is good. 

National Night Out Event: All over the country on Tuesday, August 2, Americans will be observing a National 

Night Out, dedicated to enhancing the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement while bringing 

back a true sense of community. In order for FPC to participate, we will seek permission from the city to 

have street barricades in place on August 2. We will host the public for ice cold sodas, popsicles, and live 

music on the porch provided by Missing Pieces. Mark your calendars! 

Facility Improvement: The Session voted to replace the flooring in our preschool rooms. The tile floor in the 

large yellow room is starting to fall apart (it is approximately thirty years old). The carpet there is old and is 

wearing out. There are also flooring issues in the room over the trike garage and in the nursery. There is a 

donation to complete the work. Repairs will proceed. 

Jefferson City Table Tennis Club: The Jefferson City Table Tennis Club will begin meeting in the gym on 

Tuesday nights. They will have four or five tables, all equipped with rollers to prevent them from wearing on 

the gym floor. The club will comply with newly-revised guidelines that apply to the use of our facilities by 

outside groups. 

Boy Scout Troop 2: The troop has had to disband because there were not enough boys to support a troop. 

Troop 2 had a long and happy relationship with FPC as its sponsoring entity. The Last ten years the troop 

waned. The winding up of Troop 2’s affairs has resulted in a sum of $2,000 left in our hands. We will hold 

the funds for five years in case Troop 2 is able to restart. We will also keep and display historical plaques and 

records of the troop. 

New Youth Interns: Desiree and JP Dunn have agreed to serve as Youth Interns for the coming year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to have 4 Middle School Youth attending Church Camp at Westminster 
Woods (June 13 through 17). 

We NEED YOUR HELP in preparing Care packages for the Youth. 

 

Bring your snack, surprise, prayer card, fun item to the office before June 12 to go into the 
surprise boxes!   

 

Each Youth may also receive Mail at the camp and MAIL makes their day and reminds them 
how much they are loved: 

 

Elise Delleart, Lily Engle, Major Scott, Mattie Taylor c/o 

WMW Presbyterian CAMP 

18487 Barber Road 

Fall River, KS  67047 

Our Youth Need  

Your Help! 

First Youth Summer Event 

Pizza & Bowling at Strikers 

 

Date: June 29, 2022 

Time: 6pm - 7:30pm 

Please RSVP to Pastor Joe  

before June 9 at  

Associatepastor@fpcjcmo.org 



 

K Plus 

A huge Shout Out to Mrs. Bone for 16 years, Mrs. Kris for 7 years, and Miss Michelle’ for 2 years of teaching 

our youth!! We wish them the best days of retirement!  

 

We are still seeking to fill their roles within our K Plus mission.  Flexibility, adaptability, patience, 

understanding, and  multi-tasking mindset are all qualities we are looking for. If you know a friend, family, or 

neighbor, we encourage you to share with them our openings.  



 

Fun & Faith Dialogue 

Opportunities 

Sundays at the Scott’s 

Pastor Angela, Jack & Major  

 

Sundae Bar 6:30pm - 8pm 

The Scott Residence 

July 10, 17, & 24 

 

  Please pick a date & RSVP to Church Office 573-636-2149 

Our Family Welcomes You! 





VBS  Media Release  



The Retired Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday,    
June 16 at 11:30 a.m. in Knox Hall or the Chapel 
(depending on the status of the Sanctuary.)  The pro-
gram will feature some of our favorite old hymns and 
how they came to be, and we’ll all join in singing them.  
Hosts and hostesses for the lunch will be Jane 
Bedsworth, Tom Holt, and Bob and Sharon Busch.   

Mark your calendars to be there!  

Sunday Evening Meals:  FPC Volunteers continue to make and deliver about 60 sack-

lunch meals on Sunday. Thank you to the large team of: Margaret Tyler, Cheryl and 

John Smallwood, Rich Glassner, Joyce and Jim Sone, Brenda Waters, Shelley Swoyer, 

Marty Gardner, Jane Bedsworth, Anne Schneider, Grace Rogers, Linda George, Karen 

Laves, Brandy Voyles, and Greg and Vicki Schildmeyer, things are going well.  

 

There is always room for more to help! Making the sack lunches is a lot like helping 

with Food 4 Kids; we work in teams of two at church on Sunday afternoon and the 

entire process takes about 90 minutes. Delivery routes requires a vehicle, some gas, 

about an hour, and flexibility. If you’d like to know more, or help with ministry, please 

contact Vicki Schildmeyer at vschild@mchsi.com.  

Food 4 Kids will be hosted at First Presbyterian Church again this summer each week 

day from July 5 - August 19. Volunteers from seven local churches will make the 

lunches, and volunteers from churches and local businesses will deliver them to four 

locations in Jefferson City. Locations include Apache Manor Mobile Home Park, East 

School, and the corner of Edmonds and Elizabeth Streets. Volunteers from First 

Presbyterian will take one week to prepare and deliver lunches. Watch the weekly 

announcements for more information.  



PW NEWS AND NOTES – JUNE 2022 

 

On Thursday, June 9th, at 10:30 a.m. in the McAfee Room, Afternoon Circle will 

hold its last meeting of the 2021-2022 Bible study year, concluding its study of “What 

My Grandmothers Taught Me – Learning From the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of 

Jesus.” After the Bible study, there will be a time for fellowship and planning for the 

coming Bible study year. Make plans to join this group of lively women as they study 

God’s Word together! 

The exact date and time for Coral Circle’s last meeting of this Bible study year is 

in flux. Please watch your church bulletin for information on the time and date of this 

meeting. 

Kaffee Klatsch is almost back up to full strength! Please join us on Wednesday, 

June 22nd, at 10:30 a.m. in the Hy-Vee dining room for good company and good 

conversation. The coffee is pretty good and the pastries are EXCELLENT! 

In September 2022 PW will begin a new Bible study: “Celebrating Sabbath: 

Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.” If you would like to join in this study with 

one of our existing circles – or start one of your own! – contact one of the members of 

FPC’s PW Coordinating Team: Anne Schneider, Margaret Tyler or Brenda Waters. 

The Montreat Conference Center in North Carolina is offering a full schedule of 

events throughout the summer and into the fall. For additional information on 

possible “road trips” later this year, contact one of the members of FPC’s PW 

Coordinating Team. 

It’s never too early to plan… The 2024 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian 

Women will be held in St. Louis, MO, from August 8th through August 11th, 2024. 

The theme for the Gathering is “Shall we gather at the river…” Make plans to join with 

Presbyterian Women from across the nation – and possibly around the world! – as we 

worship, learn and connect with old friends – and make new ones! 

 

Thought for the month: 

Love is the greatest gift that God has given us. It’s free. 

 Taraji P. Henson 

Get out and enjoy your summer! 

 

 



Sunday Learning  



Youth Group 
On May 11 the youth group 

had some active time in the 

gym! 3 additional youth were 

present, but opted to not be in 

the photo. 

Last Wednesday gathering will 

be May 25. Summer youth 

activities will happen 

throughout June, July, & 

August. Everyone is welcome to 

attend & Friends are always 

welcome! 

The Youth Group started the summer with their favorite sonic 

drinks, treats & cupcakes to celebrate the June 7th birthdays (Lily & Major), 

played in the gym, and prayed over our departing interns Madelyn & Dalton! 

Start of Summer 

Serious Silly
 



Graduation 



Our very own, Abby Bax will be traveling to Orlando, Florida to compete at 

Special Olympics USA Games June 5 - 12!  

ABBY BAX 



Worship has been 

happening in Knox Hall, 

due to our sanctuary 

ceiling not being safe. 







Pastor Joe will be participating on behalf of FPC - 

Please make this part of your  

Pentecost Celebration Plans! 






